
 

 
Rome, Italy. In the early days of 
October, five recently appointed 
provincial superiors gathered at Casa 
Generalizia, Generalate of the 
Brothers of Christian Instruction, for a 
four-day orientation session. Among 
them was Brother Jerome Lessard, 
recently appointed head of the 
American Province since July 6, 2009. 
Brother was reappointed as he had 
already served from 1988-1994. 
Among the attendees were the newly 
appointed (photo above) with the 
general administration. As some were 
not fluent in French, the Assistants to 
the Superior General served as 
translators in French, English and 
Spanish. 
   The program began with the formal 
commissioning presided by Brother 
Yannick Houssay, superior general, 
and his three assistants. The 
ceremony, centered on Christ the 
Good Shepherd, took place in the 
Brothers’ renovated chapel. 
   The formation session consisted of a 
series of conversations on various 

issues impacting the animation o 
Provinces. The aim was how to render 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
the best possible service to the 
assigned province. Most of the 
theological reflections were based on 
the At the Service of Authority, a 
Vatican document.  
   The opening session delved into the 
mission and responsibilities of a 
province. Emphasis was placed on the 
necessity of ongoing formation for 
every brother, a task most suited to the 
local superiors as spiritual animators. 
To give the brothers help in their 
apostolic works, the involvement of 
lay associates is necessary. They are 
called to be part of a growing 
Mennasian family of dedicated 
educators. 
   Finally attention turned to the 
formation of the members of the 
provincial council on evolving issues 
of religious life, spirituality, vocations 
and missions. 
  This gathering paved the way for 
another cooperation between 
provincials and the General 
Administration, extending beyond the 
superior general and his assistants to 
Secretary, Treasurer and Archivist of 
the Congregation. 

 
Fall River, Mass. Br. Normand 
Simoneau had a very competent 
teaching and school administrator 
career. His commitment to religious 
life stood unquestioned and he proved 
to be a genuine asset to community 
life. However, he left the teaching 
field to devote himself to full time 
maintenance work for which he was 
definitely gifted. He proved to be an 
excellent carpenter, never satisfied 
with slipshod work. He died at the 
Catholic Memorial Home on 
September 24 at the age of 89. 
   Born and raised in the shadow of 
Notre Dame Church, he attended the 
parish school and became a student of 
the Brothers’ Prevost Elementary 
School. After entering the Brothers of 
Christian Instruction at Alfred on June 
18, 1932, he was sent to La Prairie, 
Quebec, to start his novitiate on 
August 15, 1935. He made his 
perpetual vows on July 7, 1941 and 
spent 74 years in religious life. 
   He greatly enjoyed his years as an 
elementary school teacher in 
Plattsburgh, N.Y. (1938), Biddeford, 
Me. and Waterville, Me. (1952), 
where he became both school 
principal and teacher. After… 
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General Administration and New Provincials: Brothers Gildas Prigent, French  
Ass’t.; Gerard Mwebe, Uganda; Miguel Aristondo, Spain; Benito Zampetri, 
Argentina; Yannick Houssay, SG; Edward Ismail, Tanzania; Michel Merino,  
Spanish Ass’t; Jerome Lessard, USA & Gerard Byaruhanga, East Africa Ass’t. 
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